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A philatelic cover is an envelope or post card prepared with a stamp(s) and address and sent 

through the mail delivery system for the purpose of creating a collectible item. Stamp collectors 

began to send mail to each other and to themselves early on, and philatelic mail is known from 

the late 19th century onward. While some collectors specialize in philatelic covers, especially 

first day covers and cacheted covers, others regard them as contrived objects that are not 

reflective of real-world usage, and often will pay a higher price for a cover that represents 

genuine commercial use. However, mail sent by stamp collectors is no less a genuine article of 

postage than is mail sent with no concern of seeing the mailed item again. Philatelic covers 

include mail from first airmail flight and first day of stamp issues ceremonies. Over the years 

there have been numerous Expositions where special postmarks are made and where a post 

office is set up where mail can be sent from on the given date of the Expo'. Like any other 

genuine item of mail these covers include postage stamps and postmarks of the time period 

and were processed and delivered by an official postal system. Often a philatelic cover will have 

more historical significance than randomly mailed covers as philatelic covers are also often 

mailed from the location on the date of an important or noteworthy event, like an inauguration or 

a space launch.[1] 

The possible kinds of philatelic covers are only limited by the imagination of creative collectors, but 

there are a number of well-known categories: 

First day covers, mailed on the first day of issue of a stamp.  

Cacheted covers, sent on envelopes with additional artwork, usually relating to the theme of the 

stamp.  

Covers with special or commemorative cancellations used temporarily by a post office.  

Covers with cancellations from unusual places.  

Covers sent to collect particular postal markings.  

"One of everything" cover, all stamps of a new or old issue affixed to the cover.  

Unnecessary mixed frankings.  

Last day of service of a discontinued post office  

Philatelic covers are normally very easy to spot but sometimes they can escape detection by the inexperienced philatelist. Characteristics 

include: 

The cover is still sealed and appears to be empty.  

The stamps used are far above that needed for the postal service used.  

The cover is addressed to a well known dealer.  

The stamps include a full set of one particular issue, possibly applied in order of value.  

The stamps are applied very tidily and/or the postmark appears to have been very carefully applied so as not to obscure too much of the 

stamps.  

The cover bears a cachet or special design, usually on the left side portion of the envelope.  

The address consists of a small rubber stamp or adhesive label in the bottom right hand corner of the cover.  

The cover has a rarely seen combination of stamps, for instance with stamps that were issued many years apart.  

While many philatelists prefer genuine commercial covers to philatelically contrived covers, philatelic covers may still be acceptable in 

collections of countries and eras where few other covers exist. Whether the cover was contrived or not, it is still an item of mail sent through the 

same postal system as other covers from a given country, with a postage stamp(s) and postmark, and is often more historically significant than 

covers set with no intention of recovery. 

Various types of covers, usually prepared by collectors, historians or other enthusiasts, have great historical significance and, regardless of the 

intention for the mailed item, are sometimes noteworthy or famous in their own right. 

Among the most definitive examples of famous or popular philatelic covers is Zeppelin mail. These 

 

A 1925 philatelic cover, produced by adding 

common foreign stamps to a usage of a United 

States 2-cent of the "Norse-American issue". The 

postal clerk should have rejected this cover, but 

instead the foreign stamps received US postmarks. 

From left to right, the stamps are from Austria, 

Germany, Côte d'Ivoire, French Guiana, United 

States, and French India. 
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Last day of service cover from the 

discontinued post office at Officer, Colorado 

Identifying philatelic covers [edit]

Famous philatelic covers [edit]

Zeppelin mail [edit]

Read Edit View historyArticle Talk

Create account Log in

Main page  

Contents  

Featured content  

Current events  

Random article  

Donate to Wikipedia  

Help  

About Wikipedia  

Community portal  

Recent changes  

Contact Wikipedia  

What links here  

Related changes  

Upload file  

Special pages  

Permanent link  

Page information  

Data item  

Cite this page  

Create a book  

Download as PDF  

Printable version  

 

Edit links  

Navigation

Interaction

Toolbox

Print/export

Languages

Page 1 / 2

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cover_US_philatelic_1925.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cover_US_philatelic_1925.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B4te_d%27Ivoire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Guiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cover_(philately)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamp_collector
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cachet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=edit&section=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Officercolorado.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Officercolorado.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discontinued_post_office
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_of_issue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cachet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postal_marking
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixed_franking
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discontinued_post_office
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=edit&section=2
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=edit&section=3
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=edit&section=4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Luftschiff_Graf_Zeppelin_1936.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&oldid=531518419
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Commons_category_with_local_link_same_as_on_Wikidata
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&returnto=Philatelic+cover&type=signup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&returnto=Philatelic+cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philatelic_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Philatelic_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philatelic_cover#
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philatelic_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philatelic_cover#
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Contents
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Featured_content
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:Random
http://donate.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:FundraiserRedirector?utm_source=donate&utm_medium=sidebar&utm_campaign=C13_en.wikipedia.org&uselang=en
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Contents
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Community_portal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChanges
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Philatelic_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChangesLinked/Philatelic_cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&oldid=531518419
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&action=info
http://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q7182964
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:Cite&page=Philatelic_cover&id=531518419
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:Book&bookcmd=book_creator&referer=Philatelic+cover
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:Book&bookcmd=render_article&arttitle=Philatelic+cover&oldid=531518419&writer=rl
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Philatelic_cover&printable=yes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philatelic_cover#
http://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q7182964#sitelinks-wikipedia
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

This page was last modified on 5 January 2013 at 22:22. 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.  

Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.  

Privacy policy About Wikipedia Disclaimers Contact Wikipedia Mobile view

are covers that were carried aboard zeppelins in the 1930s and bear special postmarks and other 

special markings. Because the new Zeppelins were the fastest way to get mail delivered across the 

Atlantic ocean they carried a great deal of mail. Because of all the fanfare surrounding the Zeppelins 

most of mail carried aboard were Zeppelin first flight covers. Much of the funding for the Zeppelin 

delivery system was generated by collectors and other enthusists of the period. Because of the fast 

mail delivery service there was a lot of commercial mail aboard these vessels. Mail service across 

the Atlantic Ocean was reduced from weeks to a few days. Hindenburg’s 2-1/2 day service was the 

fastest way to send mail between Europe and North America in 1936.[2] 

With the advent of air travel it wasn't long before airplanes were carrying the mail between distant 

points about the globe. In the United States and Germany Air Mail delivery was greeted with the 

same national enthusiasm and fanfare as was experienced with the first trips to the moon by US 

Astronauts. Consequently many people sent philatelic mail to themselves or friends that was carried 

aboard these flights in order to get a souvenir of the historic event. Covers carried aboard these flights 

are very popular and famous in some cases. The first scheduled U.S. Air Mail service began on May 

15, 1918, and carried mail from Washington DC to New York City. The type of airplane used was the 

U.S Army Curtiss JN-4 "Jenny" biplanes flown by Army pilots with an intermediate stop in 

Philadelphia (Bustleton Field). Among those who were on hand for the departure of the first flight from 

Washington, D.C., were President Woodrow Wilson, U.S. Postmaster General Albert S. Burleson, 

and Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt. Army Lt. George L. Boyle was selected 

to pilot aircraft #38262 on the first Northbound flight which, unfortunately, turned out to be a 

somewhat less than successful initial venture.[3] See also: Airmails of the United States 

Cover (philately)  

Apollo Insurance Covers  

1. ^ Collecting Different Types Of Philatelic Covers, John Finch   

2. ^ Airships: The Hindenburg and other Zeppelins   

3. ^ Jones, A.D. Aerial Mail Service: A Chronology of the Early United States Government Air Mail March - December, 1918. Mineola, NY: The 

American Air Mail Society. (1993) pp 53-113  
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Flown to the Leipzig Fair, Germany, 

August 30, 1936. 

First Flight mail [edit]

 

An A.C. Roessler cover carried on the 

first scheduled U.S. Air Mail flight from 

Washington DC to New York City, May 15, 

1918. 
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