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The origin and first expression of Hitler's antisemitism have been difficult to locate.[42] Hitler states in 

Mein Kampf that he first became an antisemite in Vienna.[43] His close friend, August Kubizek, 

claimed that Hitler was a "confirmed antisemite" before he left Linz.[44] Kubizek's account has been 
challenged by historian Brigitte Hamann, who writes that Kubizek is the only person to have said that 

the young Hitler was an antisemite.[45] Hamann also notes that no antisemitic remark has been 

documented from Hitler during this period.[46] Historian Ian Kershaw suggests that if Hitler had made 
such remarks, they may have gone unnoticed because of the prevailing antisemitism in Vienna at 

that time.[47] Several sources provide strong evidence that Hitler had Jewish friends in his hostel and 

in other places in Vienna.[48][49] Historian Richard J. Evans states that "historians now generally 
agree that his notorious, murderous anti-Semitism emerged well after Germany's defeat [in World 

War I], as a product of the paranoid 'stab-in-the-back' explanation for the catastrophe".[50] 

Hitler received the final part of his father's estate in May 1913 and moved to Munich.[51] Historians 

believe he left Vienna to evade conscription into the Austrian army.[52] Hitler later claimed that he did 

not wish to serve the Habsburg Empire because of the mixture of "races" in its army.[51] After he was deemed unfit for service
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executive committee, some of whom considered Hitler to be too overbearing, wanted to merge with the rival German Socialist Party (DSP).[88] 
Hitler returned to Munich on 11 July and angrily tendered his resignation. The committee members then realised that his resignation would mean 

the end of the party.[89] Hitler announced he would rejoin on the condition that he would replace Drexler as party chairman, and that the party 

headquarters would remain in Munich.[90] The committee agreed, and he rejoined the party on 26 July as member 3,680. However, he still faced 
some opposition within the NSDAP: Opponents of Hitler had Hermann Esser expelled from the party and they printed 3,000 copies of a 

pamphlet attacking Hitler as a traitor to the party.[90][a] In the following days, Hitler spoke to several packed houses and defended himself and 
Esser, to thunderous applause. His strategy proved successful: at a general membership meeting, he was granted absolute powers as party 

chairman, with only one nay vote cast.[91] 

Hitler's vitriolic beer hall speeches began attracting regular audiences. He became adept at using populist themes targeted at his audience, 

including the use of scapegoats who could be blamed for the economic hardships of his listeners.[92][93][94] Historians have noted the hypnotic 
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Main article: Adolf Hitler's rise to power 

The Great Depression in Germany provided a political opportunity for Hitler. Germans were ambivalent to the parliamentary republic, which faced 

strong challenges from right- and left-wing extremists. The moderate political parties were increasingly unable to stem the tide of extremism, 

and the German referendum of 1929 had helped to elevate Nazi ideology.[125] The elections of September 1930 resulted in the break-up of a 
grand coalition and its replacement with a minority cabinet. Its leader, chancellor 
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On 21 March 1933, the new Reichstag was constituted with an opening ceremony at the Garrison Church in Potsdam. This "Day of Potsdam" 

was held to demonstrate unity between the Nazi movement and the old Prussian elite and military. Hitler appeared in a morning coat and 

humbly greeted President von Hindenburg.[149][150] 

To achieve full political control despite not having an absolute majority in parliament, Hitler's 

government brought the 
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Versailles Treaty. 

In order to give his dictatorship the appearance of legality, Hitler based many of his decrees on the Reichstag Fire Decree. That decree was in 

turn based on Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution, which gave the president the power to take emergency measures to protect public safety 

and order. Thus, Hitler could now rule under a form of legal martial law. The Reichstag renewed the Enabling Act twice, a mere formality since 

all other parties had been banned.[173] 

Main article: Nazi Germany 

In August 1934, Hitler appointed Reichsbank president Hjalmar Schacht as Minister of Economics, and in the 

following year, as Plenipotentiary for War Economy in charge of preparing the economy for war.[174] 
Reconstruction and rearmament were financed through Mefo bills, printing money, and seizing the assets of 

people arrested as enemies of the State, including Jews.[175] Unemployment fell from six million in 1932 to 

one million in 1936.[176] Hitler oversaw one of the largest infrastructure improvement campaigns in German 
history, leading to the construction of dams, autobahns, railroads, and other civil works. Wages were slightly 

lower in the mid to late 1930s compared with wages during the Weimar Republic, while the cost of living 

increased by 25%.[177] The average working week increased during the shift to a war economy; by 1939, the 

average German was working between 47 to 50 hours per week.[178] 

Hitler's government sponsored architecture on an immense scale. Albert Speer, instrumental in implementing 

Hitler's classicist reinterpretation of German culture, was placed in charge of the proposed architectural 

renovations of Berlin.[179] In 1936, Hitler opened the summer Olympic games in Berlin. 

Third Reich

Economy and culture

 

Ceremony honouring the dead 

(Totenehrung) on the terrace in 

front of the Hall of Honour 

(Ehrenhalle) at the Nazi party rally 

grounds, Nuremberg, September 

1934 

Rearmament and new alliances

Main articles: Axis powers, Tripartite Pact, and German re-armament 

In a meeting with German military leaders on 3 February 1933, Hitler spoke of "conquest for Lebensraum in 

the East and its ruthless Germanisation" as his ultimate foreign policy objectives.[180] In March, Prince 
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Joachim von Ribbentrop, Hitler ended the Sino-German alliance with the Republic of China to instead 

enter into an alliance with the more modern and powerful Japan. Hitler announced German 

recognition of Manchukuo, the Japanese-occupied state in Manchuria, and renounced German 

claims to their former colonies in the Pacific held by Japan.[196] Hitler ordered an end to arms 

shipments to China and recalled all German officers working with the Chinese Army.[196] In 
retaliation, Chinese General Chiang Kai-shek cancelled all Sino-German economic agreements, 

depriving the Germans of many Chinese raw materials.[197] 

On 12 March 1938, Hitler declared unification of Austria with Nazi Germany in the Anschluss.[198]

[199] Hitler then turned his attention to the ethnic German population of the Sudetenland district of 

Czechoslovakia.[200] 

On 28
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On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded western Poland under the pretext of having been denied claims to 

the Free City of Danzig and the right to extraterritorial roads across the Polish Corridor, which Germany had 

ceded under the Versailles Treaty.[237] In response, Britain and France declared war on Germany on 3 

September, surprising Hitler and prompting him to angrily ask Ribbentrop, "Now what?"[238] France and 

Britain did not act on their declarations immediately, and on 17 September, Soviet forces invaded eastern Poland.[239] 

Poland never will rise again in the form
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Hitler's repeated refusal to allow their withdrawal at the Battle of Stalingrad led to the total destruction 

of the 6th Army. Over 200,000 Axis soldiers were killed and 235,000 were taken prisoner, only 6,000 

of whom returned to Germany after the war.[262] Thereafter came a decisive defeat at the Battle of 

Kursk.[263] Hitler's military judgment became increasingly erratic, and Germany's military and economic position deteriorated along with Hitler's 

health. Kershaw and others believe that Hitler may have suffered from Parkinson's disease.[264] 

Following the allied invasion of Sicily in 1943, Mussolini was deposed by Pietro Badoglio,[265] who 
surrendered to the Allies. Throughout 1943 and 1944, the Soviet Union steadily forced Hitler's armies 

into retreat along the Eastern Front. On 6 June 1944 the Western Allied armies landed in northern 

France in what was one of the largest amphibious operations in history, Operation Overlord.[266] As a 
result of these significant setbacks for the German army, many of its officers concluded that defeat 

was inevitable and that Hitler's misjudgement or denial would drag out the war and result in the 

complete destruction of the country.[267] 

Between 1939 and 1945, there were many plans to assassinate Hitler, some of which proceeded to 

significant degrees.[268] The most well known came from within Germany and was at least partly 

driven by the increasing prospect of a German defeat in the war.[269] In July 1944, in the 20 July plot, 
part of Operation Valkyrie, Claus von Stauffenberg planted a bomb in one of Hitler's headquarters, the 

Wolf's Lair at Rastenburg. Hitler narrowly survived because someone had unknowingly pushed the 

briefcase that contained the bomb behind a leg of the heavy conference table. When the bomb exploded, the table deflected much of the blast 
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an unprecedented scale;[338] according to R.J. Rummel, the Nazi regime was responsible for the 

democidal killing of an estimated 19.3 million civilians and prisoners of war.[312] In addition, 29 million 

soldiers and civilians died as a result of military action in the European Theatre of World War II,[312] 
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